
 Rose Hill 
Cemetery

Rockmart, Georgia

Self-Guided Tour

Rose H il l  cemetery contains nearly 4,0 0 0  
known burials and is arranged in a circular 

pat tern, deviat ing from the usual 
east -facing t radit ion. The earl iest  grave, 

N arcissa O t terson (1856), predates the city 
of Rockmart  (1872). The gazebo in the 
cemetery was const ructed in 1891 and 

retains i t s original slate roof.

Cr eat ed by t he 
Pol k  Count y  

Hi st or i cal  Soci et y



Rose H il l  on

Find a Grave

@polkhistory on T ikTok

V irtual Tour

H ow it  works: D ownload the Find a 
Grave app and the T ikTok app on your 

phone. 

To scan Q R code: O pen your camera app 
as i f you were taking a photo, and point  
i t  at  the code. A  web address wil l  popup 

on screen and you cl ick i t .

A lternately, i f  you do not  download the 
apps, you scan st i l l  view the websites 
through the browser on your phone.

If you would l ike view the videos and 
websites from your computer or other 

device, you can find the content  at :

ht tps:/ / polkhist .com/ cemetery-tours/

www.t iktok.com/ @polkhistory

V iew videos on PC / Tablet / Phone Broswer:

ht tps:/ / polkhist .com/ cemetery-tours/

O R



The Polk C ounty H istorical Society has added Find a Grave 
GPS coordinates to al l  the people l isted in this booklet . O pen 

the app and search for a name. W hen you bring up their 
individual page on Find a Grave, you wil l  see a "show map" l ink 
beside the BU RIA L informat ion. C lick this and it  wi l l  place the 

red balloon (l ike above) on the exact  locat ion of the burial. 
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Lawrence Young A llgood was in the 
furniture and casket  business. Records show that  
in 190 0  he was also building musical inst ruments 
(organs in part icular). A ccording to the 1940  
census, the highest  grade he at tended school was 
the 7th. 

H is son-in-law, W il l iam Bennet t  C ochran 
joined the business in 1914 and added a 
horse-drawn hearse. M r. C ochran became the f irst  
l icensed embalmer and funeral director in 
Rockmart .

C ochran Funeral H ome was the predecessor 
of the current  Freeman H arris Funeral H ome. 

 Lawrence Young A llgood

1871-1962 [Page 1]

 D r. John Francis A tha

1934-20 14 [Page 2]

John W il l iam A tha, 
grandfather of D r. A tha, was 
born in 1866 in W alton 
C ounty. H e changed the 
spell ing of the name from 
A they to A tha, but  cont inued 
to pronounce it  "A they."

John A tha had been 
shot  in the head (and survived) 
at  the Bat t le of Spotsylvania 
during the C ivi l  W ar and 
further injured by a dynamite 
blast  while digging a well.

The A tha family l ived 
on A t lanta St reet  in 
C edartown and operated a 
grocery store on W est  A venue 
in the 1920 's, later named 
M ull inax Superet te.  

By D r. John Francis A tha's 
generat ion, his branch of the 
family was working and 
at tending church in the 
Rockmart  community.

D r. A tha was quite accomplished and cont ributed much 
to the Rockmart  and Polk C ounty communit ies! Scan the 
code above for ful l  detai ls!



Ruby D odson C ampbell

1894-1983 [Page 3]

 organizat ions. A fter her husband's death in 1962, 
she cont inued to manage C ampbell H ardware. 
Below is a l ist  of her memberships and 
achievements:

C H U RC H : M ember of First  Bapt ist  C hurch 60  +  
years, Sunday School Teacher, W omen's M issionary 
U nion, C hoir

C LU BS: Rockmart  W omen's C lub (President ), 
Federat ion of M usic C lubs (State Treasurer), 
Rockmart  Seminar C lub (C harter M ember), 
Euharlee Garden C lub

A W A RD S: "W oman of the Year" Rockmart  
Rotary C lub (1946), M erit  M other l isted in 
H istoric Georgia M others 1776-1976 by Georgia 
M others A ssociat ion (1963)

A LSO : Longt ime Board M ember of the Sarah 
M urphy O rphanage in C edartown, C orrespondent  
for the Rome N ews Tribune

M rs. C ampbell, a 
Rockmart  businesswoman and 
longt ime society editor for the 
Rockmart  Journal, was very 
act ive in many groups and civic

N ewton C ochran

1824-1890  [Page 4]

N ewton C ochran came to Polk C ounty somet ime 
before the C ivi l  W ar and buil t  a farm halfway 
between A ragon and Taylorsvi l le on Euharlee 
C reek. The family refuged to A labama during the 
war. A l l  but  the foundat ion was dest royed, but  the 
family rebuil t  by 1875. A  f lood in 1886 again caused 
severe damage, and the mil l  was again restored in 
1896.

The area of "C ochran" became a community with 
a grist  mil l , commissary, cot ton gin, and a school 
that  is said to have been the last  one-teacher school 
house in Polk C ounty. The nearby Bethlehem 
M ethodist  C hurch was served by circuit  rider Sam 
Jones.

[C ochran M il ls on the tax schedule.]



Silas Jackson C ox

1831-190 8 [Page 5]

M r. C ox was raised and educated in C ass 
C ounty, at tending the common schools then 
taught  in dirt  f loor log houses, with seats made of 
slabs, and the chimney of st icks and mud. H e 
farmed and worked at  the carpenter's t rade unt i l  
N ovember 1861, when he enlisted in C ompany I, 
Fort ieth Georgia Regiment , and gallant ly served 
through the ent ire war. W ith his command, he was 
present  at  the prot racted defense of V icksburg, and 
part icipated in the bat t les at  Franklin, TN , at  
Resaca, Kennesaw M ountain, and other great  
bat t les, where he was conspicuous for his bravery 
and dash. H e prides himself on having always led 
his command regardless of danger. In 1867 he 
moved to Rockmart , where he engaged in the hotel 
business, and in connect ion with i t  kept  a l ivery 
and feed stable. A fterward he conducted a general 
merchandise store in Rockmart , which he cont inued 
unt i l  1891, when he turned his at tent ion to farming. 
H e is now one of the wealthiest  cit izens of Polk 
C ounty, prominent  and influent ial.

[M emories of Georgia; 1895]

C ummings

1861-1910

[Page 6]

D r. G . F. M . C ummings, a M ethodist , a 
M ason, and a chairman of the Polk C ounty 
D emocrat ic Execut ive C ommit tee, was born M ay 
4, 1861, in C ummingsvil le, V an Buren C ounty, TN . 
H e at tended private schools, then studied medicine 
under his uncle, D r. Isaac C . M organ. H e 
graduated with honors from A t lanta M edical 
C ollege, now part  of Emory U niversity. A fter 
pract icing in C ummingsvil le for a t ime, he came to 
Rockmart  int  he late 1880 's where he pract iced 
unt i l  short ly before his death on January 4, 1910 . 
H e and his wife, the former M oll ie N et t les, a 
school teacher, had seven chi ldren.

[M emories of Georgia; 1895]

Gabriel Frances M arion "Gabe" 



"I have been a member of the 
Georgia General A ssembly 
for 42 years and a member of 
the Rockmart  C ity C ouncil  
for four years - plus two years 
in the army, for a total of 48 
years of service to others - al l  
on a cont inued basis. I was 
only out  of the army for four 
days when I ran for C ity 
C ouncil  of Rockmart . I have 
served under eight  governors 
and six l ieutenant  governors. I 
have never seen poli t icians 
act ively knocking on doors 
seeking the opinion of the 
people. I had not  heard them 
ask, 'W hat  can I do for you?' I 
found that  success comes 
when you determine to do 
something for others every 
day."

[There's St i l l  W ork to be 
D one, A gnes H agin, The 
C edartown Standard; 
4/ 5/ 20 0 4]

You wil l  f ind 
a long l ist  of 

accomplishments 
on N athan 
D ean's Find 

a Grave page 
and the 

video l inked 
above.

N athan D elano D ean

1934-20 13 [Page 7]

was the f irst  to recognize the value of the 
dark-colored, nearly black slate of the area. H e 
arranged for a number of W elsh famil ies to set t le 
here as they were ski l led and expert  in mining 
slate. M r. Blance died in 1854. H e wil led al l  of his 
slate property to his daughter, Sarah Jane Blance, 
who married James F. D ever, Sr. They named the 
community containing the slate quarry Blancevil le.

Joseph G . Blance 
opened the f irst  quarry in 
Rockmart  in 1850 . H e  

James F. D ever

1826-1895

Sarah Jane Blance D ever

1835-190 4 [Page 8]



C ecil D . Franklin

190 8-20 0 2 [Page 9]

President  of the Rockmart  C entennial and 
C hairman of the board of D irectors of the 
Rockmart  Bank, C ecil  Franklin was born in 
C edartown to M r. &  M rs. A . J. Franklin. The 
family moved to Rockmart  in 1919 and he at tended 
and graduated from Rockmart  H igh School. H e 
received his col lege educat ion from N orth Georgia 
C ollege, Georgia Tech, and M ercer U niversity. In 
1935 he was admit ted to the Georgia Bar. H e began 
the pract ice of law in Rockmart  the same year. H e is 
a member of Sigma N u and Sigma D elta Kappa 
Fraternit ies. H e has served in both the H ouse and 
the Senate of Georgia, and is a past  mayor of 
Rockmart . H e has served as president  of the 
C hamber of C ommerce, as C ounty A t torney, and 
for 32 years he has been C ity A t torney, the longest  
term in Georgia records. H e is married to the former 
G lynnis Thornton, and they have one son, C ecil  D . 
Franklin, Jr. of C olumbia, S. C .

[Rockmart  C entennial; 1972]

D r. H arold W infred Goldin

1919-1995 [Page 10 ]

Son of D r. and 
M rs. R. B. Goldin, 
H arold f inished 
Rockmart  H igh School 
and had his pre-medical 
t raining at  V anderbi l t  
U niversity. H e was 
graduated with honors 

from the M edical C ollege of Georgia in 1947, where 
he was a member of the C hi Fraternity and A lpha 
O mega A lpha. H e served his internship at  the 
M edical C ollege of V irginia and began pract ice in 
Rockmart  in 1948. From 1950  to 1952 he was in the 
U . S. A ir Force as C hief of Professional Services at  
Turner A . F. B. H e was discharged as a C aptain. Since 
1952 he has been in pract ice in Rockmart . H e is a 
member of the Floyd-Polk M edical Society, Seventh 
D ist rict  M edical Society, M . A . of Georgia, and the 
A . M . A . H e and his wife, the former Elizabeth 
H arrison, have two sons. [Rockmart  C entennial; 1972]



C harles Freeman H arris

1914-1987 [Page 12]

D r. Robert  Bat tey Goldin

1889-1974 [Page 11]

In 1937, C harles Freeman H arris graduated from 
the Gupton-Jones C ollege of Embalming in 
N ashvil le, TN  and moved to Rockmart  for a posit ion 
as a funeral director with C ochran Funeral H ome. H e 
married A nna Kathryn Bishop in June 1940 . In 1942, 
M r. &  M rs. H arris purchased the C ochran Funeral 
H ome. M r. H arris owned and operated the Freeman 
H arris Funeral H ome for 45 years and buil t  at  i t s 
present  locat ion at  212 East  Elm St reet  in 1948. They 
answered ambulance calls unt i l  1969.

[The Rockmart  Journal]

Son of D r. W . F. and Sarah H . Goldin, of 
D raketown, was graduated from D raketown Bapt ist  
Inst i tute, at tended M ercer U niversity and the A t lanta 
M edical C ollege, and in 1917, was graduated from the 
C hicago C ollege of M edicine and Surgery. H e interned at  
the Birmingham, A labama Infirmary. In 1918, he and 
Estel le M cBrayer married and they moved to Rockmart  
where he has been pract icing ever since. They have four 
sons and one daughter. D r. R. B. is a member of the Polk 
C ounty M edical Society, the M edical A ssociat ion of 
Georgia, and the A merican M edical A ssociat ion.

[Rockmart  C entennial; 1972]



W ill iam H enry 
"W H " H ines

1829-1897

[Page 13]

M r. H ines was reared on a farm in M eriwether 
C ounty, and was educated in the common schools of 
the county, taught  in log cabins; but  when he was 
eighteen years old he at tended school at  Longst reet , 
GA  and obtained a good educat ion. Returning home, 
he farmed unt i l  the war occurred. A fter the war he 
went  to Jamestown, Texas, where he merchandised for 
f i f teen months, and then returned to M eriwether 
C ounty. H e left  that  county and came to Rockmart , in 
1871, where he established a large and profi table general 
merchandise business in which he is st i l l  engaged. H e 
had but  l i t t le to begin l i fe with, and has at tempted 
nothing ext raordinary; but  he has been sat isfactori ly 
successful, has accumulated a good property, and has 
an inviable reputat ion as a business man and cit izen. 
[M emoirs of Georgia; 1895]

John A nselm Jones

1790 -1880  [Page 14]

John A . Jones, according to a book M iss Ione and M iss 
Louise M oore loaned me, was born in A ugusta, Georgia, 
June 29, 1790 . H e spent  much of his boyhood in 
M ontgomery C ounty with his uncle, John Jones, for whom 
(with his maternal uncle, A nselm Bugg), he was named, and 
by whose property he inherited.

In his early l i fe John moved to M il ledgevil le, then the 
capital of Georgia. W hile there, he kept  the Lafayet te 
H ouse, at  the same t ime pract icing law.

From M il ledgevil le he moved to Paulding C ounty, 
Georgia, set t led in V an W ert , where he accumulated a 
sizable fortune mining gold. A fter the W ar Between the 
States, he moved to Rockmart  (then spelled Rock M art ), 
where he l ived unt i l  his death, A ugust  25, 1880 , at  the 
advanced age of 90  years. 

In 1847, while serving as a member of the Legislature, he 
secured enactment  of a law legalizing shorter and more direct  
forms of pleading. These brief forms, then a dist inct  novelty, 
long known in the State as ?Jack Jones? forms, have since 
won their way pret ty well throughout  the English speaking 
world.

John A . Jones, known int imately as ?Jack,? was a man of 
st rong mind and nat ive wit . H e was firm in his friendships 
and st rong in his prejudices?a man of mark in his sect ion. 
Informat ion taken from ?Peter Jones - Richard Jones 
Genealogies,? compiled from original sources by A ugusta B. 
Fothergi l l  and published in 1924.

[C hecking up on the Joneses, Leonora Ferguson M intz; 1998]



D r. Thomas Edwin M cBryde

1878-1962 [Page 16]

D r. Thomas Edwin M cBryde, Elder in the 
Rockmart  Presbyterian C hurch, a Shriner, M ayor, 
of Rockmart , C hairman of the Polk C ounty Board 
of C ommissioners, Physician for Goodyear and 
A ragon M il ls and for the Seaboard Railways, 
pract iced medicine in Rockmart  for 60  years. 

D r. M cBryde's f irst  schooling was in a small 
private school in K ingston, Georgia, and later 
at tended Piedmont  Inst i tute in Rockmart . H e 
received his medical degree from the A t lanta 
C ollege of Physicians and Surgeons, in 190 2, and 
set  up pract ice in Rockmart  immediately.

A t  the end of his 50 th year of pract ice he was 
honored by the A merican M edical A ssociat ion.

Seaborn Jones might  be 
called the "Father of 
Rockmart ." The owner of 
several hundred acres of 
land, he was inst rumental 
in the founding of Rock 
M art . H e provided land 
for the f irst  rai lroad, f ive 
churches, a public square, 
a city park, and Rose H il l  
C emetery, in which he 
reserved one site for 
himself. H is gravestone is 
the tal lest  monument  in 
the cemetery and stands 
on the highest  site.

Seaborn Jones

1825-1891 [Page 15]

A t  the start  of the C ivi l  W ar, Seaborn Jones 
became captain of the "Polk C ounty Rif les," Infant ry, 
C ompany D , Phil l ip's Legion, when it  was f irst  
organized, but  was mustered into the service as the Lt . 
C ol. of the bat tal ion and replaced by C apt . H . F. 
W imberly. [The H eritage of Polk C ounty Georgia 1851-20 0 0 ]



C lifton Grady M undy

1890 -1933 [Page 18]

C lifton Grady M undy, a l i felong resident  of 
Rockmart , was the son of M r. and M rs. John 
M adison M undy. H e received his educat ion at  the 
Piedmont  Inst i tute and M ercer U niversity Law 
School. A fter graduat ing from M ercer in 1910 , he 
returned to Rockmart  to become the law partner of 
his brother, Ivey Felton M undy, who was married 
to the former M innie A llgood. C . G . M undy's f irst  
wife, M at t ie C arlton M undy, and their infant  son 
died in 1917. Three daughters were born to him and 
his second wife, A gnese Russell , whom he married 
in 1920 , and who served as Rockmart 's postmaster 
for 20  years after his death. H e was a M ethodist , a 
member of the school board, a member of the 
C hamber of C ommerce and was serving as M ayor 
when Goodyear M il ls was buil t  in 1929.

[Rockmart  C entennial; 1972]

Leonora Ferguson M intz

190 9-20 0 9

[Page 17]

Leonara Ferguson M intz is the daughter of the 
late Thomas Roland and Lizet te N et t les Ferguson, 
landowners and farmers of the N ew Prospect  
community, two miles north of Rockmart . She 
married at  an early age to Robert  "Buddy" M intz, 
Superintendent  of the W aterworks for the C ity of 
Rockmart . D uring the busy years of chi ld-rearing, 
Leonora M intz cont inued to pursue and achieve 
personal goals but  not  at  the neglect  of her family. 
She had an avid interest  in educat ion and found 
t ime and energy where seemingly there was none to 
cont inue her own studies, earning a B.S. degree in 
Elementary Educat ion in 1960 . A  history buff, she 
served in 1972 on the C entennial C ommission of 
the C ity of Rockmart  and worked with the 
H istorical C ommit tee on her church as the church 
observed it s 10 0 th birthday in 1975. She's 
knee-deep in Rockmart  W omen's C lub work, the 
D A R, educat ional circles, and perhaps her most  
loved work, that  of an author.

[D A R Biographical Sketch]



D r. Samuel O t terson

1793-1859

N arcissa M cKie O t terson

1798-1856 [Page 19]

N arcissa O t terson has the dist inct ion of being 
the person with the earl iest  burial at  Rose H il l  
C emetery. The family is connected to the Seaborn 
Jones family through marriage, and it  is assumed 
the O t tersons moved to the area short ly before 
N arcissa's death, as the family most  l ikely l ived in 
M ariet ta where her husband and daughters were 
employed at  the M ariet ta Female Inst i tute. The 
below ad was found in a newspaper dated 1855.

Elbert  C arlyle "EC " Sanders

1917-20 0 2 [Page 20 ]

EC  Sanders was the owner and manager of 
The Rockmart  Journal and The Rockmart  
Shopper. Previous to this he had been an educator 
and school principal. H e also served as M ayor 
from 1959-1963, noted for improving municipal 
services and fundraising for city projects.

H is work with the newspaper spanned from 
1946-1980 , act ing as publisher, editor, manager 
and columnist .

Founder of the Rockmart  C hamber of 
C ommerce, he was also the K iwanis C lub's f irst  
president , an avid pianist , and author of two 
unpublished novels.

Sanders was a member of the Rockmart  First  
M ethodist  C hurch for more than 50  years, in 
which he was chairman of the Board, on the Board 
of Trustees, and a Sunday School teacher.

A fter ret iring from the 
paper, he spent  his t ime 
reading and writ ing, and 
t raveling with his wife, 
H azel W aits Sanders. 



D r. James M onroe Spinks

1853-1926 [Page 22]

James M onroe Spinks was born in Paulding 
C ounty. H e graduated from the A t lanta 
M edical C ollege, pract iced medicine in 
Rockmart  during the last  35 years of his l i fe.

[The Rockmart  Journal]

D r. C harles M . Smith

1923-20 0 7 [Page 21]

D r. C harles M onclure Smith was born and 
educated in M ississippi before joining the mil i tary 
and serving as an A rmy A ir Force pi lot  during 
W W II. H e graduated medical school at  the 
U niversity of M ississippi, t rained at  Bowman Gray 
of W ake Forest  C ollege in W inston-Salem, N . C . 
and interned in N ashvil le, T . N . H e started 
pract icing medicine in Rockmart  in 1954. H e 
at tended the Presbyterian church and was a member 
of the Rotary C lub. D r. Smith was on the Board of 
D irectors of the Rockmart -A ragon H ospital.

D r. Smith, D r. 
C ummings, and D r. 
A tha are al l  
remembered fondly on 
the "You M ight  Be 
from Rockmart  i f ..." 
Facebook page!



Rev. A ugustus Theodore 

W il l iamson 1834-1893 [Page 24]

O ne of the pioneer cit izens of Rockmart , A . 
T . W il l iamson was twice M ayor of Rockmart , a 
lawyer, and Judge of the Inferior C ourt . H e was also 
a l icensed M ethodist  Episcopal minister, and owned 
farm land. The W il l iamsons and four of their 
chi ldren were already established in the community 
when Rockmart  formed in 1872, having originally 
l ived in Pike and C ass count ies. The daughters 
married into the D avit te and C lements famil ies. A  
niece married into the H ubbard family. Several 
members of the family moved W est .

A  note on the Inferior C ourt  system from our 
Research Library's f i les on A ugustus W il l iamson: 
"A t  that  t ime, with horse and buggy t ransportat ion, 
Georgia had both Inferior and Superior C ourts. 
Rockmart , 15 miles from the county seat , 
C edartown, where there was a Superior C ourt , had 
an Inferior C ourt ; Inferior C ourts no longer exist ."

A . T . was ki l led in 
C edartown while at tending a 
court  session. H e was kicked by a 
mule and succumbed to his 
injuries. H is wife, M aggie 
Sherri l l , out l ived him by more 
than 40  years.

C ol. Louis "Jack" Spinks

1878-1911 [Page 23]



Interest ing Features

[Page 25]

Gazebo W elsh M arkers

Family Tree 
M arker

Symbolism



 PC H S M useum

117 W est  A venue

C edartown, GA  30 125

770 -748-4828

Thurs ~ Sat  11-4

PC H S Research Library

20 5 S. C ollege St reet

C edartown, GA  30 125

770 -749-0 0 73

W ed ~ Fri 11-4

&  by appointment

www.polkhist .com

polkgahistory@gmail.com

Facebook / PolkH istSoc

Instagram / pchsmuseum

TikTok / polkhistory
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